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IMPERIaL ORS INANCE 
CONCERNING THE HOUSa OF v2ERS 


we, in accordance with the express provision of the Con- 
stitution of the Bapire of Japan, svereby prowulzate, with the 
advice of Our Privy VYouncil., tae present Urdinance concerning 
the House of Peers; a: to the date of its neing carried out, 
de shall issue a special order, 


{His Imperial wajesty's Sign- 
wlanual) (Privy Seal) 


Article I, - The House of reers shall be co.josed of tue 
following liembers: ; 


The webers of the Luperial Fauily. 

Princes and warquises. 

Counts, Viscounts and Barons who suave been elected 
thereto by the meubers of their respective orders, 
Persons who have been noulinated by the Enperor by 
virtue of election by und fro: auone the -ie abers 
of the Iuperial acadeuy. 

Persons sho have been elected, one siewber or two 
Meabers for Hokkaido ana each Fu (Uity) and sen 
(Prefecture), by and frou along the taxpayers of 
the highest amount of direct national taxes on 
land, industry or trade therein, and who have been 
nowinated thereto by the maperor. 


Article II, - The sale seabers of the Imperial Fauily 
shall take seats in the itiouse on reachinz their majority. 


Article III. - The members of the orders of Princes and 
of ilarquises shall becoue sieubers on reachins the age of full 
thirty years, 


The hember uentioned in tae preceding Paragraph ay by 
Iuperial permission resign the me.abership,. 


Any person who has resigned the .iembership in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the preceding Paragraph way again 
becone a Nember by Imperial Orders. 


Article I° - The members of the orders of Counts, Vis- 
counts, and Baruns, who, after reaching the age of full thirty 
years, have been elected by the we abers of their respective 
orders, shall becoue weubers for a tera of seven years. ules 
for their election shall be specially deter.uiued dy Luperial 
Ordinance, 


The quotas of the :ieubers mentioned in the preceding 
Paragraph shall be 18 Counts, 66 Viscounts, and 66 Barons. 


Article V. - Any man of the aze of not less than full 
thirty years, who had been nouinated by the unaperor as a :ie aber 
On account of weritorious services to the State, or for erudi- 
tion, shall be a life Member, 


The number of the mewbers iaentioned in the preceding 
Paragraph shall not exceed 125, 


when any wember .entioned in the preceding Paragraph 
has becoiue incapable of performing his functions owing to bodily 
or .aental enfeebleuwent, the House of Peers shall pass a vote to 
that effect and subuit the watter to the superor for His 
decision. 
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Rules governiaz the voting .entioued in the preceding 
Paragraph shall be decided upon by the douse of réeers and sub- 
mitted to tne kuperor ror His sanction. 

Froa .en of th “é or not less than full thirty 


years shall be elected s+ and frou amons the members of the 
Imperial academy. ‘ien T1e persons thus elected have re- 
ceived their nouwination rou tie E.:peror, they shall be embers 
for a tera of seven years Gurins such period as they remain 
members of the Luperial aCuusuay. -ules tor their election 
Shall be Specially deterwined by Luperial Urdiaance, 


article VI..= ..en of the ue Sf not less tian full thirty 
years shall be elected in .okkauido and eucw ¢u ana wen, One by 
and froa asmcng 100 terpayers’ o the slwest ausount of direct 
national taxes on Lain, andy try or trade tuerein, or two by 
and froi wionzt 200 such tuxpayers., wea tae rersons thus 
elected lave received their noaination froi the maperor, they 
shall be Moubsers for a teruof Seven years. Rules for their 
election shall be s. Lally detsraine? by Iuperial Crdinunce. 


The total nuuber of the. bers :isationed in the 
mreceding Parazrap: shall not » and tue quota for 
dokkaido and each fu end aer Sucll, by Luperial urder, be 
prescribed accordin: to population at each Urdinary slection. 


article VII, - 


Article VIII. - The Kcouse of Peers Shall, when consulted by 
the Buperor, vote upon rules concerning the privileges of the 


Article Ia. - The House of Pesrs decides upon the qualifi- 
cation of its .weabers and upon disoutes concerning elections 
thereto. The rules for thése Gecisions siall be passed upon by 
the House of Peers and subsitted to the tuperor for his sarction, 


Article X. - when a teuber has been sentenced to confine- 
ment, or to any severe punis.aent, or has been declared banxrupt, 


*" 


he shall be expelled by Imperial Order, 


Spect to the expuision of a iiewber, as a dis- 
Ciplinary punishment in th: use of «ceers, the President shall 
report the f: he Eansror f Ris decision. 


ANY MEAD. that nas been expelled suall be incapavle 
Of again becouwins a Cul0cr, unless per.ission so tu do gas deen 
Granted by the miperor. 


article sl. - The sresident ind the Vice-President shall be 
noiinated by the warsvor fro amon: the Menbers for a 
S6Ven years. 


> If an elected .lembér is no.iinated President or Vice- 
eresident, he shall serve ina that Capacity for the term of nis 
ligabership, 


article «II, - tvery datter, other than what has been pro- 
vided for in the present Laperial crdi:anee, snall be dealt with 
according to the provisions of the Law of the douses. 


article AIII, - shen in the Pruture any wmilenduent or addition 
is to be lade in the provisions of the prescat Liperiul Ordi- 
nance, tho .atter shall be subdsuitted. to UlG Vote of tae nouse of 
r6éerr. 
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Supplementary Provisions. 
(Imperial Ordinance No. 174, 1925) 


Of the present Ordinance, the aaended provisions of article 
4, and also of Item 6 in article 1 and of article 6 shall each 
cone into force beginning with the Ordinary slection to be held 
in 1925, and the other auended provisions shall cozie into force 
as fron the date of the first Ordinary wlection to be held, 


Persons who, at the tise of the cowing into force of tie 
aaended provisions of article 3, are weabers under tue provi- 
Sions of itew 2 in article 1 shall be Members notwithstanding 
the aiended provisions of tae first taravraph of article 3, 


The tern of office of ilerbers who have been noiwinated by 
the Enperor under the provisions of ‘ten 5 in the unamended 
forer Article 1 and whose ter1 of office expires in 1925 shall 
be governed by the unamended foruer provisions. In cases 
where the expiration of the tera of office of Such members is 
prior to the date of the Urdinary “lection of ..cabers under the 
amended provisions of article 1 to be aeld in 1925, the said 
tera of office shall be prolonged to the day ,; receding the said 
date, 


